
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
27th November 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we approach this exciting time of year, we wish to provide opportunities for pupils to enjoy this 
festive period in ways which are important to them, whilst minimising risk as much as possible. Some of 
the activities which we would normally have carried out cannot happen this year, however there are 
activities which we can continue, using Covid safety measures. 
 
Christmas Nativity 

An important part of our curriculum at this time of year is learning about The 
Christmas Story. Whilst we cannot invite parents in to watch a performance of 
the story this year, we will be filming (by school staff) a performance of the 
story using the outdoor classroom as our Bethlehem stable. Pupils will 
perform each scene in their extended bubble, to ensure safety measures, but 
the scenes will be digitally merged to create a whole school performance, so it 
is a momentous occasion.  The performance will be made available to parents 
through Twitter, Schoop and the school website.  
In accordance with Local Authority guidelines, costumes and props will not be 
shared between pupils and the performance area will be sanitised between 
year groups. Costume letters will be sent out shortly. 

 
Consent Form for the Filming 
Could you please ensure that you return the Consent Form for the Nativity filming as 
soon as possible. A significant number of pupils have not returned the form.  
Unfortunately, without consent we are unable to include your child/ren. 
 

Friends of Johnstown School 
As we are unable to hold our annual Christmas Fair, classes will be preparing 
Christmas crafts, as part of an enterprise project and these will be available for 
parents to purchase. Funds from these crafts will go directly to the ‘Friends of 
Johnstown School’. The pupils look forward to these crafts adorning your 
Christmas trees at home! 
I am also grateful to the ’Friends’ for helping to prepare the Grotto for our visit by 
Santa.  Who needs elves when we have the ‘Friends of Johnstown’!  

 
Visit from Santa on the Last Week 
Whilst Santa has been working from home for much of this year, we are hoping that he 
may be able to leave his Covid bubble to visit Johnstown School before the end of term. 
Should he be available for a visit, he will be required to follow our Covid risk assessment, 
not entering any bubbles and staying at a minimum of 2 metres distance away from 
pupils and staff.  
 
 
 
Pupils are reminded that they can wear Christmas jumpers to celebrate our school Christmas dinner 
which will be served on Wednesday 9th December. If you haven't yet signed up for this but would like 
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your child to enjoy school dinner, then please collect a form from the school office, Please return to 
school by Wednesday 2nd December at the latest. 

Christmas Cards 
Previously, pupils have brought in Christmas cards which they like to write 
for members of their class. We would like to continue to allow pupils to do 
this in a safe way. 
Please can all Christmas cards be sent into school by Friday 11th 
December 2020. Pupils will be able to post these cards into a post-box set 
up in the classroom. The cards will then be left for a minimum of 72 hours 
before being handed out for pupils to take home from Wednesday 16th 
December 2020. Any cards brought in after Friday 11th December will not 
be able to be given out. 

 
End of Term Arrangements 
The final day of term for pupils will be Friday 18th December 2020 and the first day 
of the Spring term is Tuesday 5th January 2021. INSET days will be on Monday 
21st December, Tuesday 22nd December 2020 and Monday 4th January 2021. 
As with previous years, classes will enjoy a Christmas party in their class bubble. 
Whilst this cannot involve party foods, pupils will enjoy Christmas songs and 
classroom games. We would like to remind you that pupils should not bring in any 
toys and games at this time. 
 
Changes to Staffing 
Many families have had the pleasure of working with Mrs Frances 
Williams over several years.  Due to family commitments, she will 
sadly be leaving us at Christmas. I am pleased to inform you that 
Mrs Emma Wyles (currently Year 6 Teaching Assistant) will be 
taking her place and she looks forward to greeting you at the gate 
over the next few weeks while she shadows Mrs Williams.   

 
Reading Books 
We have finally been given permission by the Local Authority to allow reading books 
from school to be sent home.  Staff will therefore send reading books home next 

week. 
 
Christmas Permission 
If you do not wish for your child/ren to take part in any of the events that have 
been arranged for the children regarding Christmas, please inform the office staff 
to enable us to make alternative arrangements.  

 
Head Teacher Awards 
Please find in the link below, the recipients of the Head Teacher Award this week – 
Congratulations to you all! 

 
https://twitter.com/johnstownschool 

 
I hope you have a lovely weekend with your family. 
 
 
 
 
K McComas 



Head Teacher 


