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1st September 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We hope you have all had a wonderful summer break.  The staff at Johnstown is looking forward 

to welcoming back the pupils to school tomorrow (Thursday 2nd September).  There are a number 

of messages which I would like to share with you prior to the pupils returning to school. 

 

The School Day 

As per the newsletter I sent out at the end of the Summer Term, we will be returning to the usual 

start and end times of the school day from tomorrow.  They are as follows: 

 

Full-Time Nursery: 9.00am to 3.00pm 

Part-Time Nursery (mornings): 9.00am to 11.00am 

Part-Time Nursery (afternoons): 1.00pm to 3.00pm 

Foundation Phase (Reception to Year 2): 9.00am to 3.05pm 

Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 6): 9.00am to 3.15pm 

 

The school gates will open from 8.45am.  Nursery pupils should be dropped off at the rear gate of 

the Nursery building, where a member of staff will meet them.  Reception pupils should be 

dropped off at the Reception playground yellow gate, where a member of staff will meet them.   

Pupils in Years 1 to 6 should be dropped off at the yellow gate in the car park, where they will be 

met by a member of staff.   

 

Nursery and Reception pupils should be collected from the same drop off locations.  Pupils in 

Years 1 to 6 should be collected from the main school yard, accessed via the yellow gate in the car 

park. 

 

As we begin to return to normality, we will temporarily keep in place some of the effective 

measures which have helped pupils and staff stay safe throughout the pandemic.  We will 

continually monitor and assess these practices and begin to phase them out when we feel it is safe 

to do so. 

 

Staffing Update 

 

Our Headteacher, Mr McComas, continues to be absent from school with ongoing health 

concerns.  Therefore, I will continue in the role of Acting Headteacher supported by Mrs Reynolds, 

Deputy Headteacher, and Miss Hickman, Assistant Headteacher, as well as the whole school staff.  

Class 5C will be taught by Mrs Duquemin, a former school Governor, for the foreseeable future.  
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We are pleased to welcome Mrs Duquemin to the school. 

 

Mrs Williams is also currently absent from school.  Class 3M will, therefore, start the term being 

taught by Miss White, who taught one of our Nursery classes in the Summer Term.  We are happy 

to welcome Miss White back to Johnstown. 

 

Building Works 

 

During the course of the summer holidays, a couple of building projects have taken place.  Our 

Year 3 classrooms have been completely renovated.  This involved removing the ‘Pod’ which was a 

small room between the classes which took up significant space in each room.  The classrooms are 

now much bigger, brighter and more welcoming.  We look forward to sharing photos of these 

rooms in action! 

 

In addition, we have also had work carried out to convert our oil-fired boiler to a gas-fired boiler.  

Unfortunately, these works are subject to a slight delay, which means the kitchen are unable to 

provide hot meals for the first two days of term.  However, the work should be completed by 

Friday 3rd September and the kitchen should be fully operational by Monday 6th September.  

 

Covid-19 Protocols 

 

I have shared with you a letter from Gareth Morgans, Director of Education and Child Services at 

Carmarthenshire County Council.  This outlines some of the key changes to protocols in education 

for the start of the new academic year. 

A reminder that if your child has any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19, they should self-

isolate and take a PCR test.  The three main symptoms are: 

• a high temperature: this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough: this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste: this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child develops or displays any of these symptoms whilst in school, please be aware that we 

will contact you to collect them.  We will not be able to accept them back into school until you 

have provided us with evidence of a negative PCR test or they have completed ten days isolation 

in the event of a positive PCR test. 

Please remember that Lateral Flow Tests should NOT be used on pupils under 11 and should NOT 

be used where someone is symptomatic.  We will be unable to accept the results of a Lateral Flow 

Test as evidence that a pupil does not have Covid-19 – we will only accept the results of a PCR test 

before we allow a pupil to return to school following a negative test. 

In the event of a positive PCR test, the person who has Covid-19 will need to self-isolate for ten 

days.  However, it is no longer expected that everyone else in the household or who is deemed a 



close contact of that person also has to self-isolate for ten days.  Exceptions are as follows: 

• Anyone under the age of 18 is not expected to isolate unless they have or develop one or 

more of the three main symptoms.   

• In addition, anyone who has been fully vaccinated (i.e. has received both vaccinations) for 

at least two weeks, is not expected to self-isolate, unless they have or develop one or more 

of the main symptoms. 

Please be aware that, in the case of a positive PCR test, Test, Track, Protect will be in contact with 

you and make it clear who should be isolating and who does not need to isolate. 

 

As you will see from Gareth Morgans’ letter, staff will no longer be required to wear a face 

covering in the classroom.  However, we will still ensure that staff and any visitors wear face 

coverings in the communal areas within the school.  The County Council has also stipulated that 

parents and carers still wear face coverings when dropping off and collecting their child/ren from 

school. 

 

As always, your continued support in this area is invaluable and greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

A Welch 

Acting Headteacher 

 

 


